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Dear Parents,
This weekend, churches across our nation will celebrate Catechetical Sunday. We
are extremely grateful for our faculty and staff who serve as catechists and role
models of our faith. Serving in the ministry of Catholic education, we are provided
the wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of
Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel. Catechetical
Sunday is an opportunity for all to rededicate themselves to this mission as a community of faith. Thanks for allowing us the opportunity to bring your children closer
to Jesus Christ.

This Week’s Happenings:
•

Constitution Day is annually held on September 17. Our teachers plan amazing
activities at every grade level. The children wrote ways they can be good citizens, created mini-constitutions, and drew American flags. The students will
take a virtual field trip to Independence Hall and others participate in an electoral college simulation. It is awesome to see our students celebrate our country and show appreciation for our freedom.

•

The Funding Our Future raffle tickets are now due back to the school. Families
must sell a minimum of $500 in tickets. Please purchase any remaining tickets
so that you can be entered into the drawing on Saturday. Families will be assessed a fee for any unsold tickets returned to the school. We are looking forward to awarding the Grand Prize of $15,000 during the Fall Festival.

•

The Strategic Planning Team is seeking your feedback as we prepare to create
our five-year plan. All are invited to attend the Input Sessions on Tuesday and
Thursday of next week. Due to attendance, the sessions have been combined
each day and will begin at 6:45pm. We are also asking you to provide your
feedback by completing the HFRS Parent Survey. The survey will remain open
until Monday, September 26.

As we head into the weekend, let us thank God for the many blessings of this past
week. Let us continue to pray for the children of our school, that they be drawn to
Christ, and know that they are children of God, and are loved.

Mr. Jon Myers
Principal
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Looking Ahead:
Monday, September 19
No School for Students
Staff In-Service on Theology of the Body
Tuesday, September 20
6:45pm Strategic Planning Input Session

MPR (SC)

Wednesday, September 21
9:00am Grandparents Club Meeting

MPR (SC)

Thursday, September 22
9:00am South Campus School Mass
6:45pm Strategic Planning Input Session

St. Mary of the Hills Church
MPR (SC)

Friday, September 23
9:00am North Campus School Mass

St. Andrew Church

Saturday, September 25
12-6pm Fall Festival at our South Campus
4:00pm Grand Prize Drawing of Fund Our Future Raffle

Announcements:
South Campus Morning Drop-Off: Beginning Tuesday, September 20, the South Campus will follow the Plan B Drop-Off procedures. Please review the diagram below for details.
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Enrollment for 23-24 School Year
We have started the process for Enrollment 2023 and will be hosting our Parent Information Meeting on Wednesday, November 16th at 6:00pm at St. Andrew Church. This
meeting is for parents of incoming Young 5 or Kindergarten students for the 2022-2023
school year. We have contacted all parents we are aware of, with incoming Young 5 and
Kindergarten siblings. If you have not been contacted by Mrs. Izzi, please reach out to her
directly at 248-218-4554. There is a flyer attached with more details. You do not need to
attend the meeting if you already have children at HFRS but you are welcome to join us. If
you plan on attending, please RSVP here: https://forms.gle/xs1QzZBdCkW8nKDM6. Feel
free to share the meeting information with your family and friends.
Also, if you have a child who is not enrolled at Holy Family this year but you are interested
in applying for grades 1-8 for the 2023-24 school year, please contact Mrs. Izzi via email
izzi.jeanette@holyfam.org or call her direct at 248- 218-4554.
Annual Fund
Our largest fundraiser, the Annual Fund, kicks off the weekend of October 8th and 9th at
our Families of Parishes. Holy Family needs one family to speak (script provided) at the
end of each mass. Families are also needed to pass out a small token after mass at the
exits of the church. Families will receive 1.0 service hours in school leadership. Please review the available slots below and click on the button to sign up. Thank you!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084ca9ac2aa4fa7-20227
Annual Benefit Evening - February 11, 2023 - Palazzo Grande!
The Benefit Evening Committee is looking for Donations and Sponsorships
Do you have a service or product you would like to donate? Do you have a vacation property? Do you have game day tickets? Do you want to become a sponsor for the event?
Would you like to contribute to the Benefit Evening but don't know where to start?
Let one of our Team Members contact you to discuss your options.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScbaR-g1GAqeHUzwxEeARI62dMRsXvccuZkSK5sbBxmhWEd_w/
viewform?usp=pp_url
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Mission Moments
Religious and Spiritual Formation

On Thursday, September 8 (Mary’s Birthday), the North Campus attended a Mass Orientation
where the students were introduced to Mass Etiquette in preparation for the Weekly Masses.
The students learned how to enter the church showing reverence, how to fully partake in the
liturgy, and how to leave the pews and pass the tabernacle with respect for Jesus.

Academic Excellence
Every single 7th and 8th grade student completed the summer reading homework, which involved
reading two books and completing a project for one and questions for the other. The students
gave poster presentations based on the biographies they selected to read over the summer. As
listeners, the students learned a lot about several well-known individuals in our world. There
were two BIG takeaways from these presentations:
• Perseverance, coupled with a growth mindset, allowed many of these great individuals to accomplish major goals. Several of them rose out of poverty to achieve their dreams, inspiring
many others along the way.
• Selfless acts, for the sake of others, allowed some seemingly ordinary people to become
revered as role models.

Service to Others
The Spirit Leaders program at Holy Family Regional School gives recognition to every student in
Young 5 through Grade 3 as they demonstrate courtesy, respect, and a willingness to serve others. Spirit Leaders recite the school prayer, mission statement, and Pledge of Allegiance on the
morning announcements. In addition, Spirit Leaders hold doors for students and greet classmates. Each Spirit Leader wears a special badge during his or her week of recognition. Teachers
and staff members expect Spirit Leaders to demonstrate the virtues we are learning and to fulfill
jobs needed so that our classrooms, playground, and hallways are spaces that reflect the compassion and love of Jesus.

This Week in our Faith
News from Campus Ministry
Upcoming Events and Mass Leadership

Catechetical Sunday
September 18th

●
●
●

This Sunday, across our nation, those who
have dedicated their life to Catholic
education will be recognized and blessed in
their own parish.

●

September 22- Mass (South Campus) 9:00 AM
St. Mary of the Hills. Leadership: Mrs. MeLampy
September 23- Mass (North Campus) 9:00AM St.
Andrew. Leadership: Mrs. Polansky
September 29- Mass (South Campus) 9:00 AM St.
Mary of the HIlls. Leadership: Mr. McClellan
September 30- Mass (North Campus) 9:00 AM St.
Andrew. Leadership: Mrs. Abbott

We have approximately 120 Faculty and
Staff at Holy Family Regional School who
echo the Word of God through word and
deed, and we ask a special blessing over all.
All our teachers, regardless of their subject
area, must seek religious and spiritual
enrichment throughout the year so they are
ready to help form our children in the faith.
The Code of Canon Law notes that, to a
degree, every Christian has a role to play in
teaching the faith and that “solicitude for
catechesis belongs to all members of the
Church according to each one’s role.”
Parents and godparents, for example, have
a particular role to play in the education of
children in the faith after baptism, and
pastors, along with their pastoral staff,
have a particular responsibility to see to
the “catechetical formation” of the people
in their parishes.
We do the same at our school. The teachers
of religion, at HFRS, have had formal
training that has earned them a
Catechetical Certiﬁcation. This training
takes at least a year to complete, and to
maintain the certiﬁcate, all teachers of
religion must seek 12 additional enrichment
hours each year.

While we have dedicated our lives to
partnering with you in the formation of your
child, we along with the Church, always
recognizes you as their lead Catechist. You
are responsible for your Domestic Church. We
ask special blessings on you too, as you help
your child know Christ and understand our
traditions and beliefs.

An Orientation
Your child had their ﬁrst All School Mass today at St. Andrew! Here are a few starter points we want
everyone to ponder about this holy celebration
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●

Understand why you are going…to worship and thank God, to receive Him in the Eucharist. You will
become one with Him, and all others, forming the Body of Christ (a Holy Communion)
Participate…sing, respond, do all the gestures. Be an active member of the Body of Christ.
Know that you are being invited to a Banquet of the Lord …our King (in His palace)
○
Take care to look sharp
○
Inside this house there are seats for you, pictures/statues of our ancestors and members of
our holy family, there is a Table dressed with a cloth and ﬁnest dishes and cups
Genuﬂect to our King, to Jesus, in the Tabernacle
Bow to the Holy Altar Table where the Last Supper will be reenacted (and YOU are invited!)
Take time to kneel before God and pray
Listen and ponder what is being said to us, from God, in all the readings
Notice the Gifts that are brought to this banquet
○
Bread and wine from human hands … brought to our Lord for the feast
The priest will prepare these Gifts
○
Who is the priest? JESUS! He is in persona Christi…in the person of Christ
○
He will invoke the Holy Spirit to change the bread and wine into His Body and Blood for us
We walk to the table of the Lord in a humble and prayerful way preparing ourselves to become holy
and sacred, to become one with Jesus
After the feast is complete, and after the host, our Priest, has processed out, you may leave
Hopefully you feel changed and inspired to go out and share what you have experienced during this
holy time

Coming Up in our Family of Parishes
●
●
●
●

●

Sept. 18- Parish Picnic 1:00-5:00 PM (All
Welcome) St. Andrew
Sept. 24 & 25 - SVdP Conference After Mass
St. Mary of the Hills
October 1- Blessing of Pets 11:30 AM (By the
Bell Tower) St. Andrew
October 9- “My Ascension” ﬁlm and
discussion regarding teen suicide. 12:30PM
St. Irenaeus Parish Hall
October 9- Anniversary Mass & Reception
11:00 AM for couples celebrating 5 year
anniversaries. St Mary of the Hills

ATTENTION South Campus Parents
St. Mary of the Hills is hosting Altar Server
training on the following dates. If you child
wishes to serve as an Altar Server for South
Campus Mass please have them attend one
of these sessions.
●
Saturday, September 17th at 9:00 am
●
Sunday, September 18th at 12:10 pm
(following the 11:00 am mass)
●
Wednesday, September 21st at 6:00 pm.

Catholic Trivia
Did you know…. About 15 percent of all hospitals in the United States are
Catholic hospitals. In some parts of the world, the Catholic Church provides the
only healthcare, education and social services available to people.

Considering Holy Family?

JOIN US FOR A PARENT
INFORMATION MEETING
Young 5 & Kindergarten
Enrollment 2023
Wednesday, November 16, 2022
St. Andrew Catholic Church
1400 Inglewood, Rochester, MI 48307
Meeting starts @ 6:00 pm

Have
Enrollment
Questions?
Call
248-218-4554

WHY CHOOSE
HOLY FAMILY?

1. Dedicated Faculty and Staff
2. Academic Excellence

3. Catholic Community of Faith

Online Application Opens
November 17th

Student to Teacher
Ratios
Kindergarten:
13 to 1
Our kindergarten classes
have a maximum of 26
students per teacher and
assistant.
Young 5:
9 to 1
Our Y5 program classes
have a maximum of 18
students per teacher and
assistant.

RSVP HERE
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PTG Connection
Connecting Parents, Teachers and Students

Quick Links

About Us
Volunteer
Events
Contact Us

Let’s get excited for
FALL!

Next PTG Membership
Meeting

10/11 - 9:15 am - South Campus

Changing leaves, pumpkin spice, and our
annual events to kick off the season. Sip
your latte and read on…

In this issue…

Fall Flower Sale
Mum’s the word! A lot of porches are about to
get festive, thanks to our Fall Flower Sale and
Kristen Faure, who organized the event. Both
campuses are also in bloom, as the PTG has
added mums to brighten your pick up and drop
off. Enjoy!
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TRUNK OR TREAT
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CO CHAIRS WANTED
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DESTINATION IMAGINATION
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RETAIL FUNDRAISERS

Fall Festival

PTG Executive Board

Sat, Sept 24th

Presidents:
Elizabeth Koenig

The Fall Festival is one week away and the
window to pre-order your tickets is closing
soon…don’t be left out! Order your tickets here.
Spend the day with your HFRS friends, enjoying
fall treats and activities!

Lauren Kochenderfer
Vice Presidents:
Jamie Corsetti
Christina Scollin

Kick start your volunteer hours by joining the
festival staff. Work during the event or help
with tear down. Volunteer here.

Secretary:
Christina Matway
Treasurer:

We are still looking for Cake Walk donations.
Click here to donate yummy treats. If you’re
lucky your kids will win them back!

Julie Gagliardi

Trunk or Treat
Fri, Oct 21st

Destination Imagination

Save the date for a SPOOKtacular event! The
annual HFRS Trunk or Treat is back and you
won’t want to miss it. Bring your tricked-out
trunks (see what we did there?) and wear
your best disguises. More info coming to you
ghouls next week…

Destination Imagination is returning to HFRS
this year. Destination Imagination (DI) is an
after school program that gives students the
freedom to grow and collaborate without
boundaries. The program builds confidence as
students work through STEAM (Science/
technology/engineering/mathematics) based
challenges using the creative process. The
program is open to students grades K-8.
Interested yet? Use this link to request more
info!

Co-Chairs Wanted
Thank you to everyone who took the time (in
person or virtually) to attend our 2nd co-chair
orientation. We are blessed to have so many
dynamic leaders on board. The events below
still need 1 to 2 chairpersons to ensure their
success. Contact us if you are interested!

Box Tops, Amazon Smile, Toyology, Scrip

Used Uniform Sale (1) - Jan/Aug
Talent Show (1) - Feb
Mother/Son (1) - May
Retail Fundraisers (2) - All School Year

All year, we participate in retail fundraisers that
benefit HFRS. Click on the links above for more
info. (Wow! What a great program that someone
could lead for volunteer credit…hint, hint.)

“Teamwork mak

DREAM work.”

the
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✤
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Retail Fundraisers

FALL

EAT

FESTIVAL
September 24, 2022

12PM - 6PM

South Campus

COMPETE

2633 JOHN R RD. ROCHESTER HILLS, MI 48307

Food Trucks cake walk

General Dogs pablos tacos Little Bros. Burgers

BEER TENT

50/50 Raffle
inflatables

Kona Ice G A M E S

PRIZES!!!

Admissions

PRESALE TICKETS $13 TICKETS AT THE DOOR $16
(UNTIL SEPT. 20TH)

TO PURCHASE TICKETS: CLICK HERE

Presented by:
For questions contact:
Susan Leroy susanleroy9@gmail.com

BOUNCE

The Little Donut Factory Love Froyo & Ice Cream

PLAY&WIN

IT’S GAME TIME
WILDCATS VS. EVERYONE

ATHLETIC EVENTS FOR THE WEEK

SOCCER
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17th

10:15am - 5/6 JV Boys @ St. Lawrence #1

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th

5:00pm - 5/6 JV Girls vs. St. Hugo #1
6:15pm - 5/6 JV Boys vs. St. Hugo #1

FOOTBALL
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17th
4th:
5th:
6th:
7th:
8th:

9:00am @ West Catholic
11:00pm @ West Catholic #2
1:00pm @ West Catholic
9:00am @ St. Frances Cabrini
3:00pm @ West Catholic

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th

5:30pm - 7/8 Girls vs. St. Hugo #1
Holy Family soccer teams play home games
@ Holy Family Regional School South:
2633 John R. Rd, Rochester Hills, MI 48307

VOLLEYBALL
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17th
9:00 am - 7/8 Blue @ Shrine #1
11:30 am - 7/8 White @ Shrine #2
1:00 pm - 5/6 Blue @ Shrine #1
3:30 pm - 5/6 White @ Shrine #2

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19tH

CROSS COUNTRY

6:00 pm - 7/8 White vs. St. Regis #2 @ HOME
7:15 pm - 7/8 Blue vs. St. Regis #1 @ HOME

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16th

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th

6:00 pm - A & B Division Jamboree @
Stoney Creek Metro Park—Eastwood
Beach

6:00 pm - 5/6 White vs. St. Regis #2 @ HOME
7:15 pm - 5/6 Blue vs. St. Regis #1 @ HOME
Holy Family volleyball teams play home games
@ Holy Family Regional School South Campus
Gym: 2633 John R, Rochester Hills, MI 48307

IT’S GAME TIME
WILDCATS VS. EVERYONE

ATHLETIC EVENTS
MARK YOUR
VOLUNTEER
CALENDAR...
Volunteer opportunities have been
Football Uniform Return:
Tuesday, October 25th
All other Fall Sports
Uniform Return:
Tuesday, November 1st
Winter Sports Registration:
September 25th - October 8th
Late Period : October 9th October 15th *fee incurred*
Further information
coming soon!

GO
WILDCATS!

added for ALL Fall sports. Reminder:
2 hours (or one shift) per students
athlete during their season is required.

Fall Sports Volunteer Link

SIDELINE
STORE
SHOP OUR SIDELINE STORE YEAR
ROUND. SHOP FOR MORE STYLES AND
DESIGNS HERE
We also have Wildcat hoodies and tshirts available for purchase through
the Athletic Office.
Contact Melissa Morphew :
morphew.melissa@holyfam.org

The Holy See

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE 108th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 2022
(25 September 2022)

Building the Future with Migrants and Refugees
“Here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.” (Heb 13:14)
Dear brothers and sisters!
The ultimate meaning of our “journey” in this world is the search for our true homeland, the
Kingdom of God inaugurated by Jesus Christ, which will find its full realization when he comes in
glory. His Kingdom has not yet been brought to fulfilment, though it is already present in those who
have accepted the salvation he offers us. “God’s Kingdom is in us. Even though it is still
eschatological, in the future of the world and of humanity, at the same time it is found in us.” [1]
The city yet to come is a “city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God” (Heb
11:10). His plan calls for an intense work of construction, in which all of us must be personally
involved. It involves a meticulous effort aimed at personal conversion and the transformation of
reality, so that it can correspond ever more fully to the divine plan. The tragedies of history remind
us how far we are from arriving at our goal, the new Jerusalem, “the dwelling place of God with
men” (Rev 21:3). Yet this does not mean that we should lose heart. In the light of what we have
learned in the tribulations of recent times, we are called to renew our commitment to building a
future that conforms ever more fully to God’s plan of a world in which everyone can live in peace
and dignity.
“We wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home” (2 Pet 3:13).
Righteousness is one of the building blocks of God’s Kingdom. In our daily efforts to do the Lord’s
will, justice needs to be built up with patience, sacrifice, and determination, so that all those who

2
hunger and thirst for it may be satisfied (cf. Mt 5:6). The righteousness of the Kingdom must be
understood as the fulfilment of God’s harmonious plan, whereby in Christ, who died and rose from
the dead, all creation returns to its original goodness, and humanity becomes once more “very
good” (cf. Gen 1:1-31). But for this wondrous harmony to reign, we must accept Christ’s salvation,
his Gospel of love, so that the many forms of inequality and discrimination in the present world
may be eliminated.
No one must be excluded. God’s plan is essentially inclusive and gives priority to those living on
the existential peripheries. Among them are many migrants and refugees, displaced persons, and
victims of trafficking. The Kingdom of God is to be built with them, for without them it would not be
the Kingdom that God wants. The inclusion of those most vulnerable is the necessary condition for
full citizenship in God’s Kingdom. Indeed, the Lord says, “Come, you who are blessed by my
Father. Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, a stranger and you welcomed me,
naked and you clothed me, sick and you took care of me, in prison and you visited me” (Mt 25:3436).

Building the future with migrants and refugees also means recognizing and valuing how much
each of them can contribute to the process of construction. I like to see this approach to migration
reflected in a prophetic vision of Isaiah, which considers foreigners not invaders or destroyers, but
willing labourers who rebuild the walls of the new Jerusalem, that Jerusalem whose gates are
open to all peoples (cf. Is 60:10-11).
In Isaiah’s prophecy, the arrival of foreigners is presented as a source of enrichment: “The
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, and the wealth of the nations shall come to you” (Is
60:5). Indeed, history teaches us that the contribution of migrants and refugees has been
fundamental to the social and economic growth of our societies. This continues to be true in our
own day. Their work, their youth, their enthusiasm and their willingness to sacrifice enrich the
communities that receive them. Yet this contribution could be all the greater were it optimized and
supported by carefully developed programs and initiatives. Enormous potential exists, ready to be
harnessed, if only it is given a chance.
In Isaiah’s prophecy, the inhabitants of the new Jerusalem always keep the gates of the city wide
open, so that foreigners may come in, bringing their gifts: “Your gates shall always be open; day
and night they shall not be shut, so that nations shall bring you their wealth” (Is 60:11). The
presence of migrants and refugees represents a great challenge, but at the same time an
immense opportunity for the cultural and spiritual growth of everyone. Thanks to them, we have
the chance to know better our world and its beautiful diversity. We can grow in our common
humanity and build together an ever greater sense of togetherness. Openness to one another
creates spaces of fruitful exchange between different visions and traditions, and opens minds to
new horizons. It also leads to a discovery of the richness present in other religions and forms of
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spirituality unfamiliar to us, and this helps us to deepen our own convictions.
In the new Jerusalem of all peoples, the temple of the Lord is made more beautiful by the offerings
that come from foreign lands: “All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you, the rams of
Nebaioth shall minister to you, they shall be acceptable on my altar, and I will glorify my glorious
house” (Is 60:7). As we have seen, the arrival of Catholic migrants and refugees can energize the
ecclesial life of the communities that welcome them. Often they bring an enthusiasm that can
revitalize our communities and enliven our celebrations. Sharing different expressions of faith and
devotions offers us a privileged opportunity for experiencing more fully the catholicity of the People
of God.
Dear brothers and sisters, and, in a special way, young people! If we want to cooperate with our
heavenly Father in building the future, let us do so together with our brothers and sisters who are
migrants and refugees. Let us build the future today! For the future begins today and it begins with
each of us. We cannot leave to future generations the burden of responsibility for decisions that
need to be made now, so that God’s plan for the world may be realized and his Kingdom of justice,
fraternity, and peace may come.
Prayer
Lord, make us bearers of hope,
so that where there is darkness,
your light may shine,
and where there is discouragement,
confidence in the future may be reborn.
Lord, make us instruments of your justice,
so that where there is exclusion, fraternity may flourish,
and where there is greed, a spirit of sharing may grow.
Lord, make us builders of your Kingdom,
together with migrants and refugees
and with all who dwell on the peripheries.
Lord, let us learn how beautiful it is
to live together as brothers and sisters. Amen.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 9 May 2022
FRANCIS
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[1] Saint John Paul II, Address during the Visit to the Roman Parish of Saints Francis of Assisi and

Catherine of Siena, Patrons of Italy, 26 November 1989.
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Notre Dame Prep's Circle
of Support Group &
Strangers No Longer
Student Council
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WALK IN THE SHOES OF IMMIGRANTS & REFUGEES
The walk will proceed through Pontiac
with opportunities to stop, pray, reflect,
and listen to experiences of immigrants
and refugees around the world.

SCAN HERE
family/friends can sponsor the
walk or give a direct donation

THE WALK BENEFITS LA CASA AMIGA, CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN
SUPPORTING THE INDEPENDENCE AND DIGNITY OF IMMIGRANTS AND FAMILIES IN PONTIAC AND LOCAL AREA

S A T U R D A Y

17 TH

SEPTEMBER 2022

9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Walk starts and ends at
St. Damien Molokai St. Vincent
Church/Matchen Nutrition Center
46408 Woodward, Pontiac, MI

